in late season; in fact, very late season. I recommend
planning to do this route between the middle of
August and the middle of September (even the end of
September into early October in rare years when the
weather holds). Going then will give you the best
chance of relatively dry, stable weather, and with
vacations over and kids back in school, the best
chance for uncrowded camps and trails.

Route
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he trailheads to the Tonquin are close to the town of
Jasper. The start to the route described here, Maccarib
Trail, begins near the Marmot ski area about 10 miles (16
km) from Jasper: travel south 4.5 miles (7 km) on the Icefields Parkway, then turn off on 93A toward the ski area.
After 2 miles (3 km), follow the ski basin road another 4
miles (7 km) to where it crosses Portal Creek and find the
trailhead parking lot.
The Astoria River Trail, the terminus of the hike as
described here, is at Cavell Lake about 16 miles (26 km) from
town: travel south about 4.5 miles (7.2 km) on the Icefields
Parkway, turn off on 93A and drive south for 3.5 miles (5.5 km)
to Edith Cavell Road. The trailhead is another 8 miles (13 km)
down the road above Cavell Lake, with its big parking lot.
The Maccarib Trail–Astoria River Trail route starts at
the Maccarib Trailhead, and follows the Portal Creek drainage. It’s a scenic valley, with good views up to Oldhorn
peak. A legal campground, Portal Camp, is located in the
broad valley bottom, a good spot for lunch. The route then
climbs up toward the pass, finally cresting the 7,100-foot
(2,165-m) pass at 8 miles (13 km) from the trailhead before
starting the long, gradual descent to the lake. The miles

down the open meadows on the west side of the pass into
the Tonquin show off some the best scenery in Jasper
National Park, with astounding views of the Ramparts.
Finally, the trail enters the timber and reaches Maccarib
Camp in 12 miles (19 km), before arriving at Amethyst Lakes
at 13 miles (21 km). The first camp by the lake, Amethyst
Camp, is a mile farther at 14 miles (22.5 km).
Now you are in the heart of the Tonquin Valley, with the
Ramparts rising majestically across the lake. Four legal
camps are situated in the Tonquin on the east side of Amethyst Lakes, from Amethyst Camp to Clitheroe or Surprise
Point. There is much to explore here in the Tonquin,
depending on how many nights your permit allows you to
camp. From Amethyst Camp, it’s less than a mile to the
lodge on the north shore of the lake, another 1.5 miles
(2.4 km) to Clitheroe Camp, and another 1 mile (1.6 km) to
Surprise Camp.
Good day trips from any camp in the valley include the
hike up to Moat Lake, at the north end of the valley, and
Chrome Lake, at the south end of the valley. Moat Pass and
Moat Lake can be reached via a spur trail to the north,
which passes by the cabin camp on an interesting day trip
to the boundary between Alberta and British Columbia.
Chrome Lake is better accessed from one of the southern
camps, as it’s a good 5 miles (8 km) on a bad trail.
From Clitheroe Camp, it’s 10 miles (16 km) out to Cavell
Lake via the Astoria River Trail. The lakeshore itself is particularly marshy at the southeastern corner, so the route
sidehills along the slope some distance uphill, through
pretty subalpine meadows. Eventually, the route descends
the steep switchbacks under Oldhorn Mountain to join the
river, slow and meandering at first, then a torrent. An easy 5
miles (8 km) along the river brings you to Cavell Lake and
the trailhead parking lot.

A backpacker makes a
rare foray into the
upper valley toward
Moat Pass and the
northern end of
the Ramparts.
Pho t o by Pe t er P o t t er f iel d.
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Information
Jasper National Park
Box 10
Jasper, AB T0E 1E0
780-852-6176
E-mail: pnj.jnp@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/ab/jasper/index.aspx
Jasper Backcountry Office
Parks Canada Trail Office
Jasper Townsite Information Centre
Wilderness Pass, safety registrations (in person only),
backcountry trail reservations/information.
500 Connaught Drive
Jasper, AB T0E 1E0
780-852-6177
E-mail: jnp.info@pc.gc.ca
Parks Canada Calgary Service Centre
Visitor Services Centre
1300–635 8 Avenue SW
Calgary, AB T2P 3Z1
403-292-4401
E-mail: natlparks-ab@pc.gc.ca
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Purchase of a Wilderness Pass is mandatory for any overnight backcountry visit. It specifies the area/trail and campsites you are using and the number of people and tents in
your group. You must pick up your pass from a park information center within 24 hours of your departure for updates on
trail conditions, closures, and other information. All Wilderness Pass fees (excluding reservation and modification
fees) are entirely refundable until 10 a.m. on your proposed
date of departure.

Backcountry Lodges
Tonquin Amethyst Lake Lodge
Box 1795
Jasper, AB T0E 1E0
780-852-1188
Fax: 780-852-1155
E-mail: info@tonquinadventures.com
www.tonquinadventures.com
Tonquin Valley Backcountry Lodge
Box 550
Jasper, AB T0E 1E0
780-852-3909
E-mail: packtrip@telus.net
www.tonquinvalley.com
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